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Subject: FW: Please hold a fair and:ifpartja t”al«fromRottSmlth
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From: Rob Smith [mailto:rob@thainboats.com]

Sent: Sunday, October 14, 2007 3:23 PM

To: Pastor Jamie Munson; Pastor-James Harleman; pastortim@marshiflchurch.org; Pastor Mike Wilkerson;
pastorlief@marshilichurch.org; Pastor. Bent:Meyer; i Pastor FinQuiring;: pastorbrad@marshilichurch.org; Pastor
Dave Kraft; pastordick@marshilichurch.org; pastoradam@rmarshilichurch.org; pastorbill@marshillchurch.org;
Pastor James Noriega; pastorgary@marshillchurch.org; Pastor Steve Tompkins; pastorscott@marshilichurch.org;
pastorbubba@marshilichurch.org; pastoraj@marshillchurch.org; Pastor Phil Smidt; Pastor Tim Reber; Pastor ID;
Pastor Paul Petry; Pastor Jesse Winkler

Subject: Please hold a fair and impartial trial - from Rob Smith

Please hold a fair and impartial trial

My Dear Brothers: ' _ o '

After a long discussion with Pastor Dave Kraft it is apparent that Pastor Paul and Pastor Bent are not
going to be allowed a fair and impartial trial. .

A fair trial is both Biblical and required by the existing by-laws. It also is what was offered to both
pastors when they were given the choice of resigning or facing a painful and embarrassing trial. They
both chose a trial. C ' '

After my talk with Pastor Dave (and taking into account a long eatlier discussion with Pastor Phil and
James Noriega) it'is clear that there has not been a consensus on what exactly constitutes fairness to an
elder (or member) under diseipline: - I B

Benefits of a fair and impartial frial° - o

1. It protects the elders and iis verdict. 1f the trial is fair and impartial the members of Mars
Hill will rest in the verdict and stand by the elders. If the trial is not fair and impartial it will
foster a strong sense. that the entire matter was either political or a power grab and will be
viewed as unfair — garnering sympathy and support for the accused man.

2. It protects the Church. A fair trial allows the church to be firm and clear and will lessen
criticism from both outsiders and members of Mars Hill. It will lessen gossip and eliminate
the rumors that would otherwise. circulate, .An unfair, trial would leave a shadow that will not
easily go away. . . ..

3. It protects the accusers. If the trial is fair.and impartial —the accusers will be able to stand
protected by the verdict — and the rank and file member like myself will be able to stand with
the accusers with a clear conscience. If the trail is not fair then the elders will have to insist
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on members standrng by the'elders’ decl
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beoatise they deciee it. This will just mean that
many members will comply but with great interhal, conflict - and others will lose respect for
the elders and act accordingly.

It protects the accused. If the trial is fair and’ 1mpart1a1 —the accused are protected and the
best outcome is likely. The purpose of discipline is to see reconciliation and repentance. If
the trial is clearly fair and unpartral — it empowers the verdict to achieve.much. If'under a fair
trial the men are found. guil e a.clear: challenge for these-men to repent. I will
be a part of that chorus as suilty of sin. If the trial is not fair and
impartial — the accused men:w 1 feel :ey ave:been: railroaded and will not see their sin.
The risk is that they become bitter because ‘the’trial was unjust. Members that would
otherwise encourage them to repent w111 1nstead feel sympathy because of the injustice of an
unfair trial. '

It will expose any false charges If the elders are actually 1nnocent - only a fair trial will
make this clear. This will allow the accusers to be challenged in a biblical way to repent of
their accusations and be reconcﬂed w1th the accused

What has been proposed as the “trial” i 1s ne1ther farr nor unpart1al and is therefore unjust and unbiblical.
Please consider the following pornts :

1.

The trial must be zmpamal The verses: for unpartralrty in justrce are MuNerous. The most
impassioned charge to elders to, be impartial is in the context of charges being, leyeled against
elders (1 Tim 5:21).. (Also cqn51der Proverbs 18:5, 24:23,28; 21, Lev 19 .15, Deut 1:17;
16:19, Job 13:10 and numerqus:othen verses) :

It is not possible for the, .accusers to, be; rgapartgal ,Accgrdmg to Pastor Dave the accusers were
the executive elders. They, have every.right ¢ be heard and to bring their accusations — but
they cannot also present the defendants defense to the jury of elders. Neither can they sit on
the jury themselves. To do so would be clearly unjust- even in the civil world. These men
ought to.recuse themselves from voting.on the verdict as they are clearly partial in the matter.
Sadly the leader of the task force investigating the charges is a member of the exgcutive
board presenting the:case to the elders including the side of the accused. This is clearly
neither impartial nor fair. Seeing that he has not recused himself I have to presume that that
the other accusers also have.ngtiecused themselyes; from. the jury of elders who will vote the
verdict. If this occurs the verdict will not be a just verdict by any measure,

The evidence must be fairly heard and presented, Prov. 18:17. 1 understand from Pastor Dave
that the accused will not be present at their own trial. This is shocking. Furthermore I
understand that the task force will present case for the.defense. How on earth can the task
force — headed up by a member of the executive board who is leveling the charges present
Pastor Paul and Pastor Bent’s defense? This would be a travesty of justice and the results will
be that the verdict will not stand gcrptmx

For the trial to be fair; the men must be giyena fair opportunity to defend themselves. They
should be able to cross- examme any. Wltnesses and challenge any evidence presented as well
innocence. This seems rather obvrous yet 1 had a very difficult time gettmg either Pastors
Dave, Phil or James (N) to understand this. -

It is my desire to be in unison with the elders and stand behind the verdict that is ad_]udlcated I have no
idea if the men are guilty. or innocent of, whatqgerlﬂaﬁg\arg charged,with. If the. trial.is fair I will stand
rejoicing with the verdict of the elders, I willioin.with.the,e elders call for the repentance of the men if

they are found guilty. If they do not have a fair trial

| erl not be able to stand with injustice and I fear

that many other members will feel as I wrll Injustice will have prevarled and God will not be pleased.
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The verdict in such a case will Be irrelevait.

Please considet this challenger from a brother- who loveS Mars Hﬂl Church and belleves that to be just
demonstrates the love and nature of our ‘God and His blessed gospel that we love and embrace.

~ buttodo ]ustlc ” '
and to walk humbly w1th-y0u.r.-God.‘ Mlc 6 8

With love and smcerely,
Rob Smith
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